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Example A: Original text 

However, there are some significant differences: First, in normal gravity bubble flow, the 

bubbles are ellipsoid shape and traverse axially in a spiral fashion. In microgravity, the spherical 

bubbles move in a rectilinear fashion 2. In normal gravity slug upflow, the cylindrical shaped 

bubbles overtake smaller bubbles with significant coalescence and breakup occurring in the 

recirculation zone at the tail of the cylindrical bubbles. In microgravity, the spherical bubbles 

present within the liquid slug move at about the same velocity as the cylindrical bubble and 

there is very little interaction within the liquid slug between the tail of the cylindrical bubble and 

spherical bubbles.  Closer examination of the liquid film adjacent to wall has revealed that in 

microgravity, the liquid is accelerated with the passage of liquid slugs or large disturbance 

waves and slows, sometimes even stopping, in between these slugs and waves 3. For normal 

gravity upflow, the liquid film will actually reverse direction between roll waves and liquid slugs. 

 

Example A: Edited (edits showing) 

However, there are some significant differences: First, in normal gravity bubble flow, the 

bubbles are ellipsoid shape and traverse axially in a spiral fashion. In microgravity, the spherical 

bubbles move in a rectilinear fashion 2. Second, Iin normal gravity slug upflow, the cylindrical 

shaped bubbles overtake smaller bubbles with significant coalescence and breakup occurring in 

the recirculation zone at the tail of the cylindrical bubbles. In microgravity, the spherical bubbles 

present within the liquid slug move at about the same velocity as the cylindrical bubble and 

there is very little interaction within the liquid slug between the tail of the cylindrical bubble and 

spherical bubbles. Third, for normal gravity upflow, the liquid film will actually reverse direction 

between roll waves and liquid slugs. Closer examination of the liquid film adjacent to wall has 

revealed that in microgravity, the liquid is accelerated with the passage of liquid slugs or large 

disturbance waves and slows, sometimes even stopping, in between these slugs and waves 3. 

For normal gravity upflow, the liquid film will actually reverse direction between roll waves and 

liquid slugs. 
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Example A: Edited (edits applied) 

However, there are some significant differences: First, in normal gravity bubble flow, the 

bubbles are ellipsoid shape and traverse axially in a spiral fashion. In microgravity, the spherical 

bubbles move in a rectilinear fashion2. Second, in normal gravity slug upflow, the cylindrical 

shaped bubbles overtake smaller bubbles with significant coalescence and breakup occurring in 

the recirculation zone at the tail of the cylindrical bubbles. In microgravity, the spherical bubbles 

present within the liquid slug move at about the same velocity as the cylindrical bubble and 

there is very little interaction within the liquid slug between the tail of the cylindrical bubble and 

spherical bubbles. Third, for normal gravity upflow, the liquid film will actually reverse direction 

between roll waves and liquid slugs. Closer examination of the liquid film adjacent to wall has 

revealed that in microgravity, the liquid is accelerated with the passage of liquid slugs or large 

disturbance waves and slows, sometimes even stopping, in between these slugs and waves3.  

 

Notes about Example A: 

The original document was written by a senior aerospace engineer at NASA named John 

McQuillen about using two-phase flow (fluid physics, essentially) for space-spaced applications 

in a reduced gravity environment. McQuillen originally presented this short report at the second 

annual Institute for Multifluid Science and Technology meeting in March 1999, and the 

document was stored in NASA’s digital archive for some time. 

The paragraph doesn’t compare and contrast the two subjects in consistent order for each 

sentence or pair of sentences. The introductory phrase (an ordinal number) used for one 

sentence is not used for another. Correcting those things should help clarify the text. 

 

  

https://web.archive.org/web/20170302160744/https:/ntrs.nasa.gov/archive/nasa/casi.ntrs.nasa.gov/20000012486.pdf


Copy Editing Examples by Sea Chapman 

 

3 
 

Example B: Original text 

“Have you heard that some of Social Security’s rules about claiming benefits are changing? 

Well, it’s true. The Bipartisan Budget Act that passed last November closed two complex 

loopholes that were used primarily by married couples. We want you to know why this 

happened, how it might affect you, and what you should do next. 

“But first, don’t forget that one of the best ways to increase your Social Security retirement 

benefit is to delay claiming it between ages 62 and 70. Each month you delay results in a higher 

monthly benefit for the rest of your life. The new law doesn’t change this. 

“The new law closes loopholes that allowed some married couples to receive higher benefits 

than intended. Only a small fraction of retirees used these loopholes. Closing them helps 

restore fairness and strengthens Social Security’s long-term financing.” 

 

Example B: Edited (edits showing) 

“Have you heard that sSome of Social Security’s rules about claiming benefits are changing?. 

Well, it’s true. The Bipartisan Budget Act that passed last November closed two complex 

loopholes that were used primarily by a fraction of married couplesretirees to receive higher 

benefits. Closing these loopholes helps restore fairness and strengthens Social Security’s long-

term financing.We want you to know why this happened, how it might affect you, and what you 

should do next. 

“But first, don’t forget thatEven with this new law, one of the best ways to increase your Social 

Security retirement benefit is to delay claiming it between ages 62 and 70. Each month you 

delay results in a higher monthly benefit for the rest of your life. The new law doesn’t change 

this. 

“The new law closes loopholes that allowed some married couples to receive higher benefits 

than intended. Only a small fraction of retirees used these loopholes. Closing them helps 

restore fairness and strengthens Social Security’s long-term financing.” 
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Example B: Edited (edits applied) 

“Some of Social Security’s rules about claiming benefits are changing. The Bipartisan Budget 

Act passed last November closed two loopholes used by a fraction of married retirees to receive 

higher benefits. Closing these loopholes helps restore fairness and strengthens Social 

Security’s long-term financing. 

“Even with this new law, one of the best ways to increase your Social Security retirement benefit 

is to delay claiming it between ages 62 and 70. Each month you delay results in a higher 

monthly benefit for the rest of your life.” 

 

Notes about Example B: 

The original text is exercise 10 on page 192 of Technical Editing: An Introduction to Editing in 

the Workplace by Donald H. Cunningham, Edward A. Malone, and Joyce M. Rothschild 

(published 2019). (For what it’s worth, no answer key is provided in the book.) I aimed to 

condense and simplify the text by removing unnecessary words, phrases, and clauses. I found 

that at least two of the questions in the sentence “We want you to know why this happened, how 

it might affect you, and what you should do next” weren’t answered in the rest of the text, so I 

removed it. I combined some sentences where appropriate to prevent redundancies. I tried to 

use words affirmatively and unambiguously, too. 

 


