
2019 ACES Conference
Providence, Rhode Island
March 28–30, 2019



CONFERENCE LOCATION/HOTEL

Omni Providence Hotel
1 West Exchange Street
Providence, Rhode Island 02903
(401) 598-8000

Hotel Parking

The hotel offers parking for $32 per 
day. This includes in/out privileges.

Self-parking at the attached garage 
is also available. The fee is $16 per day 
but does not include in/out privileges. 
Guests who leave and come back will 
incur a fee in addition to the $16 per 
day charge.

First Overflow Hotel

The Hampton Inn & Suites
58 Weybosset Street
Providence, Rhode Island 02903
(401) 608-3500

Welcome to the 2019 national conference 
for ACES: The Society for Editing!

Overflow Hotel Parking

Valet: $28 (Valet Parking only)

Second Overflow Hotel

Homewood Suites
5 West Exchange Street
Providence, Rhode Island 02903
(401) 942-2001

CONFERENCE DATES

•  Thursday, March 28, 2019
•  Friday, March 29, 2019
•  Saturday, March 30, 2019

REGISTRATION

Register for the conference online at 
aceseditors.org

•  Fill out the interactive PDF 
registration form.
•  Email the completed form to 
conference@aceseditors.org
•  We’ll send you an invoice for your 
registration fees. 
•  Pay your fees within five business 
days to keep your spot.
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How much are the registration fees?

That depends on when you register.

Early Registration

If you register before January 1, 2019, 
you can get discounted registration 
fees:

•  ACES member or member of 
   affiliated organization: $300
•  ACES student member: $115
•  Nonmember: $550
•  Student nonmember: $170

Regular Registration

If you register after January 1, 
2019, including at the door at the 
conference, you will have to pay the 
standard registration fees:

•  ACES member or member of 
   affiliated organization: $575
•  ACES student member: $180
•  Nonmember: $850
•  Student nonmember: $235

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

Wednesday, March 27

(for attendees who arrive early)
•  3 – 7 p.m. Registration      
•  5 – 6:30 p.m. Education Fund 
   Spelling Bee

Thursday, March 28

•  8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Registration
•  8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Vendor Trade Show
•  9 – 10 a.m. Opening General Session
•  10:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. Breakout Sessions
•  11:30 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. Networking 
   Lunch
•  6:30 – 9 p.m. Opening Night 
   Reception

Friday, March 29

•  8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Vendor Trade Show
•  8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Registration
•  9 a.m. – 2 p.m. Breakout Sessions
•  11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Lunch on your own
•  2:30 – 3:30 p.m. Super Session
•  4:30 – 7 p.m. Silent Auction
•  6 – 7 p.m. Reception
•  7 – 9:30 p.m. Banquet

Saturday, March 30

•  8 a.m. – 2 p.m. Vendor Trade Show
•  8 a.m. – 2 p.m. Registration
•  9 a.m. – 2 p.m. Breakout Sessions
•  11:45 a.m. – 1 p.m. Lunch on your own
•  2:30 – 3:30 p.m. Closing General 
  Session
•  3:30 p.m. Explore Providence!
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Speech Scientist Rupal 
Patel to be keynote 

speaker at ACES 2019

ACES is excited to announce Dr. 
Rupal Patel as the keynote speaker 
for the 2019 national conference. Patel 
will present her talk, “From Voice to 
Identity” at the Friday Night Banquet 
on March 29 at 7 p.m. at the Omni 
Providence Hotel in the Narragansett 
Ballroom.

Rupal Patel is founder and CEO of 
VocaliD, a voice AI company that 
creates custom digital voices. VocaliD’s 
award-winning technology addresses 
the voice synthesis and security needs 
of individuals and organizations across 

numerous verticals. Rupal is currently 
on leave from Northeastern University 
where she is a tenured professor in the 
College of Computer and Information 
Science and the Department of 
Communication Sciences and 
Disorders. A native of Canada, she 
earned her bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Calgary, her master’s 
and Ph.D. from the University of 
Toronto, and completed post-doctoral 
training at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology.

Rupal speaks on a variety of topics 
pertaining to voice technology, 
including the Ethics of Voice AI and 
The Future of Voice. She was recently 
named one of Fast Company’s 100 
Most Creative people in Business 
and her work has been featured 
on TED, NPR, and in leading news 
and technology outlets such as The 
Wall Street Journal, BBC, Wired, 
Bloomberg, and BuzzFeed.
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List of Select Breakout 
Sessions for ACES 2019

Thursday, March 28, 2019

10:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Developmental Editing of Fiction and 
Creative Nonfiction
Presenter: Tanya Gold

Want to work with authors of fiction or 
creative nonfiction on the bigger picture, 
analyzing how story elements work 
together to create a compelling narrative 
and finding ways to make stories even 
more captivating? Come learn about the 
process of developmental editing.

1:30 - 3 p.m.

A Conversation about Diversity/
Inclusion with Editors of Color
Moderator: Steve Bien-Aimé

We will discuss and debate questions 
about editing, diversity and inclusion, 
drawing on our experiences in the 
workplace, with clients and in ACES. No 
PowerPoint presentations. Just honest 
talk about the importance of visibility 
and sensitivity, the need for conscious 
language (not just in the work but in our 
personal interactions) and the role of allies.

1:30 – 2:30 p.m.

A Farewell to Ibid: Editing Footnotes
Presenters: Sarah Grey and Cathy 
Hannabach

Part instructional session, part love letter 
to literature’s favorite hangers-on. Two 
nonfiction editors discuss how to decide 
between footnotes, endnotes and a mix 
of the two; discursive footnotes and the 
subtle art of informing without distracting; 
how different style manuals see the 
purposes of notes and style their citations 
accordingly; and a few examples of witty 
authors having a little fun with their 
footnotes. (Plus a farewell to our old friend 
Ibid.)

3 – 4 p.m.

Raging Silence: Confronting Death 
in the Written Word
Presenter: Sea Chapman

Death is a topic relevant to all industries 
— journalism, technology, medicine and 
even fiction publishing — but it’s still taboo 
enough in Western society that we don’t 
communicate about it well. How people 
write about death and its aftermath can 
perpetuate taboos and complicate things 
for both the dying and their survivors. 
This session will cover the anthropology 
of death, the sociopolitical inequalities 
tied to how we die and grieve, the rise of 
murderino podcasts, the modern death 
positivity movement and more to explore 
how these things help or hinder effective 
writing (and editing) about dying, death 
and grieving.
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List of Select Breakout 
Sessions (continued)

Thursday, March 28, 2019
(continued)

3 – 4 p.m. (continued)

How Athena Made Me a Better Copy 
Editor
Presenter: Mary Norris

Greek to Me celebrates the ways that 
Greek, both modern and ancient, enhances 
one’s knowledge of English. Etymology, 
orthography, lexicography, and mythology 
all come into play, as well as fraternities, 
skinny-dipping, and classic Greek diners.

Friday, March 29, 2019

9 – 10 a.m.

Joining the Profession — Basics of 
Editing (and Proofreading)
Presenter: Ruth Thaler Carter

If you are interested in working as an 
editor or proofreader and have strong 
skills in grammar and a sharp eye for 
typographical errors and clunky writing, 
or you want to improve your basic editing 
and proofreading skills, this is your 
session. Learn about necessary skills and 

characteristics; marks and symbols; style 
manuals; editing vs. proofreading; levels 
of editing; using Microsoft Word and 
Acrobat/PDFs; working well with clients 
and colleagues; and helpful resources, 
including publications, organizations and 
more. 

10:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Be the Helvetica of Ergonomics
Presenter: Ashley Bischoff

We might not give much thought to 
ergonomics, and it’s easy to put out of 
mind. But as we all use computers for 
a living, our ability to continue typing 
can make all the difference in whether 
our livelihood remains within reach. 
Conveniently, the typeface Helvetica 
contains a number of handy mnemonics 
toward workaday ergonomics. I’ll go over 
how Helvetica’s aesthetics can make many 
ergonomic guidelines more approachable.

1 – 2 pm

Recipe Editing Workshop
Presenter: Karen Wise

In this workshop, we will work together to 
edit several recipes provided as handouts. 
As we edit, we will discuss the conventions 
and standards of recipe editing, strategies 
for ensuring clarity and consistency, and 
useful references to turn to for guidance—
plus what to do when those references 
don’t agree. The recipes will be chosen to 
show the most commonly encountered 
errors that need to be addressed.
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List of Select Breakout 
Sessions (continued)

We hope you enjoyed all the 
breakout sessions and the 
keynote presentation! 
ACES welcomes your feedback. 
Please send comments via email 
to conference@aceseditors.org

Friday, March 29, 2019
(continued)

2:30 – 3:30 pm

Style Guide Superjam, or is it Super 
Jam?
Moderator: Peter Sokolowski
Panelists: Paula Froke; Russell Harper; 
Benjamin Dreyer; Pete Blair; and 
Emmy Favilla

Editors from the AP Stylebook, Chicago 
Manual of Style, Random House, The New 
York Times, and Buzzfeed compare and 
contrast their style rules and how they 
approach their roles.

Saturday, March 30, 2019

9 – 10 am
“Jimmy’s World,” the Classic 
Fabrication Case
Presenter: Bill Connolly

A hands-on exercise that shows how 
the greenest intern on the staff could 
have averted a journalistic disaster.

10:30 – 11:30 am

How to Edit Marketing Copy
Presenter: Erin Brenner

Editors often cringe at promotional 
language. Do marketers have no respect 
for the English language? Of course 
they do. But marketers are working to 
build trust and help close the sale. In this 
session, you’ll learn specific tips for editing 
marketing copy to be error free and 
trustworthy.

1:15 – 2:15 pm

We Contain Multitudes: Examining 
Alternative Career Choices Using 
Universal Skills of Editors
Presenter: Dilane Mitchell

Editors have a unique set of universal 
skills that apply to a host of positions in a 
variety of fields. During my session, I want 
to identify the universal skills that most 
editors have. Then we will analyze several 
job descriptions that are not traditionally 
held by editors. My goal is to identify 
other jobs that use the same skills. The 
target audience are editors who may be 
struggling to find work in an area specific 
to editing.



2019 ACES Conference
Thank you for joining us!
See you next year.


